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saturday reflection: nostalgia and progress ??
description

i am back from a short, trip to lugano. [T]the city, which has always been a jewel of switzerland, is
an extra hour away from zurich. this summer, an accident in the pride of our train infrastructure,
the gotthard tunnel, caused significant damage, and while it's being repaired, we are rerouted to
the old scenic route. a bit of nostalgia, isn’t it? [TJ

speaking of gotthard, it's impossible not to mention alfred escher. escher (1819-1882) was a
prominent swiss politician, business leader, and railway entrepreneur who played a pivotal role in
the 19th century. his influence spanned various sectors, thanks to his involvement in the swiss
northeastern railway, the federal polytechnic school, credit suisse, swiss life insurance and
pension company, and the gotthard railway company. (11171

escher is a classic example of how politically affiliated individuals in developed western europe
rose to wealth. he even founded credit suisse, by today’s standards, as a pep (politically exposed
person).

it really makes you wonder, doesn’t it? [T] each region of our world has developed at its own unique
pace, shaped by distinct histories, cultures, and challenges. yet, in today’s global landscape,
there’s a tendency to measure them all against the same yardstick. [T1T]

food for thought. i wish everyone a relaxing and insightful saturday! [T1T]
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