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made for america? who really pays the price in global trade?
description

it's been a demanding stretch for swiss independent wealth managers.

markets are restless, headlines are loud, and tariffs are again taking centre stage. in a world
where so many products are technically made in china but effectively made for america, the
real question is: who actually pays the price?

the iphone: a case study in “made for america”

take something familiar—an iphone.

® assembled in china

® designed in california

®* powered by american software

® built with components from across the world
® sold to american consumers

¢ profits funnelled back to silicon valley

so, is it a chinese product?
or, more accurately, made in china, made for america?

tariffs: pressure tools that miss the target

tariffs aim to apply pressure on foreign powers.
but in practice, they often hit closer to home:

® us consumers, who pay higher prices

® us brands, caught in the geopolitical crossfire

* small businesses, unable to absorb supply shocks
® innovation, dampened by rising production costs

estimates suggest 30-50% of chinese exports to the us follow this model—products
envisioned in the west, using western intellectual property, manufactured in china, and tailored
for western markets—in other words, made for america.

the irony of high tariffs

here’s the twist:
instead of slowing china down, higher tariffs may be pushing it forward.

in response, china has been investing in its own capabilities—building out its ai sector, scaling
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chip production, and pouring resources into strategic independence.

ironically, tariffs meant to constrain are accelerating the progress they aimed to slow.

“made for america” is about more than geography

in a globalised world, we don’t define value solely by origin—we shape it through purpose, design,
and impact.

®* who designed it
®* who profits from it
®* who depends on it

so yes—many things are made in china.
however, for western markets, they are often made for america.

a smarter way forward

why not approach policy-making like independent wealth managers assess every new client—by
running a thorough plausibility check first?

[l maybe even ask chatgpt:
write a blog article about how many products made in china are actually made for the

american market. use the iphone as an example. include points on tariffs, global
supply chains, and unintended consequences of trade policy.

[1] because this is precisely the kind of answer it would give.
source: linkedin

date

12 aug 2025
date created
13 apr. 2025

page 2
disclaimer: the views and opinions expressed in the vapa swiss independent wealth management blog posts featured on this page are solely my own
and do not necessarily represent the views of any institutions or organisations i may be associated with. these posts are intended to share personal
insights and perspectives and should not be interpreted as official statements or positions of affiliated entities.


https://www.linkedin.com/posts/patrick-stauber-marcuard-heritage_madeforamerica-globaltrade-supplychain-activity-7317090424198696960-JB1W?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAUooHgBeTEXpRpRNA0E7VJJlaW_t2ANZhk

swiss independent wealth management blog

page 3
disclaimer: the views and opinions expressed in the vapa swiss independent wealth management blog posts featured on this page are solely my own
and do not necessarily represent the views of any institutions or organisations i may be associated with. these posts are intended to share personal
insights and perspectives and should not be interpreted as official statements or positions of affiliated entities.



